Immunologic studies in identical twins concordant for juvenile rheumatoid arthritis but discordant for monoclonal gammopathy and amyloidosis.
Identical twins concordant for juvenile rheumatoid arthritis but discordant for monoclonal gammopathy and amyloidosis were the subjects of a study done with mixed leukocyte culture, anti-idiotypic antisera against serum and urinary M component from the amyloid-affected twin, and in vitro estimations of M-component idiotype synthesis by peripheral blood mononuclear cells. Immunohistochemical analysis of renal amyloid deposits in the affected twin showed AL amyloid of the lambda-II variable region subgroup. M-component idiotypes were confined only to the twin with serum and urine M components.